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Summary. This article presents a comprehensive study of the current state and prospects of
European integration of Ukraine in the context of full-scale war and during the pre-accession negotiations
for membership in the European Union. The relevance of the topic stems from the unprecedented nature
of the situation in which Ukraine is pursuing a course of European integration and fulfilling the
requirements for adapting national legislation and institutions to European standards under martial
law. It is demonstrated that the integration process has acquired not only political and economic
significance but also significant security implications for both Ukraine and the European Union itself.
The study analyzes the key challenges facing Ukraine on its path to EU membership. Particular attention
is paid to issues of macroeconomic stability, compliance with the Maastricht criteria, overcoming
the consequences of the military crisis, modernizing the economy, and ensuring sustainable economic
growth. The study examines the impact of demographic changes and migration processes on the functioning
of the labor market, as well as the prospects for rebuilding human capital as one of the key resources
for the country’s post-war development. The paper examines the specifics of the agricultural
sector’s adaptation to the requirements of the European Union’s Common Agricultural Policy and
identifies the main risks and opportunities for Ukrainian producers in the context of future integration
into the single FEuropean market. Significant attention is paid to issues of environmental policy,
the implementation of «green transitiony principles, energy security, and the need to modernize the
industrial complex in accordance with EU standards. It has been established that achieving the goals
of European integration requires not only the formal adoption of European standards but also the
creation of effective mechanisms for their practical implementation within the context of Ukraine’s socio-
economic realities. It is argued that Ukraine’s accession to the European Union is a mutually beneficial
process that will contribute to strengthening Europe’s economic potential, security architecture, and
strategic resilience. It is determined that Ukraine’s candidacy already serves as a catalyst for internal
transformations within the European Union itself and stimulates a reevaluation of certain approaches to the
functioning of its institutions. It is concluded that Ukraine’s successful European integration depends on the
consistent implementation of structural reforms, the strengthening of the rule of law, the development of an
innovative economy, effective post-war recovery, and the maintenance of a strategic course toward full EU
membership.
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€BPOIHTEIPALIHI TA TPAHC®OPMAILIHI IPOLIECHU
EKOHOMIKM YKPATHU HA LJISIXY 10 YWIEHCTBA B €C

€srenin llekera Harauais Ka3zoka
Kapnamcokui nayionanvnuu ynieepcumem  Kapnamcokuil nayionanvHuul yHigepcumem
imeni Bacunsa Cmeghanuxa, imeni Bacuns Cmeghanuxa,
lsano-Dpanxiscok, Yrpaina lsano-Dpanxiscok, Yrpaina
Muxaijao ManoJga OmMmensH JleBanaiBcLKHU
Kapnamcwvkuti nayionanvnuii ynisepcumem  Kapnamcokuti Hayionanbhuil yHigepcumem
imeni Bacunsa Cmeghanuxa, imeni Bacuna Cmeganuxa,
lsano-Dpanxiscok, Yrpaina Isano-Dpanxiscok, Yrpaina

Pesziome. 3oiticneno xomnnexcrne OOCTIOMCEHHA CYYACHO20 CMAHY MA NEPCneKmus €8poneticbKoi
inmezpayii Ykpainu 6 ymoeax noeHoMacuimabHOi GiliHU ma Ha emani NepedéCMmyNnHux nepe2o6opis ujooo
Habymmsa unencmsa 6 €gponeticokomy Corosi. Akmyanvuicms memu 3yMo6ieHa be3npeyedeHmuicmo cumyayii,
3a skoi YKpaina peanizye espoinmezpayiiHuil Kypc i GUKOHYE GUMOSU WOO0 aoanmayii HAYiOHAIbHO20
3aKOHO0ABCMEA Ma ITHCMUMYYill 00 €6PONENCLKUX CTNAHOAPMIE 8 YMO8AX B0EHHO020 cmaHy. [{oeedeno, wo npoyec
inmezpayii Habye ne nuuie NOTTMUUHO20 A eKOHOMIYUHO20, A U 6A20M020 DE3NEK08020 3HAYEeHHA AK 01 YKpainu,
makx i ona camozo €gponeiicokozo Coro3y. Ilpoananizosarno knouosi BUKIUK, SKI ROCmaioms neped Ykpainoio Ha
waaxy 0o unencmea 6 €C. Ocobnugy yeazy npuodiieno npoonemam MaKpoeKoHOMIYHOI cmabitbHoCmi,
8I0N0GIOHOCE MAACMPUXMCOKUM KPUMEPISIM, NOOOJAHHIO HACTIOKIE 60EHHOI KpU3U, MOOEPHIZaAYLi eKOHOMIKU ma
3abe3neyentIo Cmitikozo eKOHOMIYH020 3pocmanis. Pozensnymo enaus democpaghiunux smin i micpayitinux
npoyecie Ha QYHKYIOHY8aAHHA PUHKY NPAYi, A MAKONC NePCHEKMUSU 8iOHOBNEHHS TIOOCHKO20 KANImay K 00H020
3 KIIOUOBUX Pecypcie NOBOEHHO20 PO3SUMKY deparcasu. Jlocrioxceno ocobaueocmi adanmayii azpaprozo cekmopa
00 gumoe Cninvnoi acpaproi nonimuku €gponeticokoeo Cor03y, UIHAUEHO OCHOBHT PUSUKU A MOXCIUSOCHI OTIAL
VKPAIHCOKUX GUPOOHUKIB Y KOHMEKCMI MaubymHuboi inmezpayii 00 €0UHO20 €BPONELICbKO20 PUHKY. 3HAUHY Y8azy
npUOiNeHo NUMAHHAM eKOI02INHOI NOIMUKY, peanizayii nPUHYUNIE «3eJ1eH020 Nepexooyy, eHepeemudHoi be3nexu
ma HeoOXioHocmi MOOEPHI3ayii NPOMUCTIO8020 KOMNIAEKCY 8i0no0giono 0o cmanoapmie €C. Bcmanogneno, wjo
odocsaenenns yineli egponeticokoi inmezpayii nompedye He auie GOPMATLHOZO YNPOBAONCEHHS €BPONEUCLKUX
HOpM, @ Ui CMBOPEeHHs eeKmMUBHUX MEeXAHi3MI6 IX npakmuyHoi peanizayii 6 yMoeax YKpAiHCLKUX COYIaNbHO-
exonomiunux peaniti. Obrpynmosaro, wo ecmyn Yrpainu 0o €sponeticokozo Coro3y € 83A4EMOBULIOHUM NPOYECOM,
KU CRpUSIMUME 3MIYHEHHIO eKOHOMIYHO20 ROMEHYIANy, 6e3neKo6ol apXimeKmypu ma cCmpame2iuHoi cmitikocmi
€sponu. Busnaueno, wo ykpaincvke Kanouoamcmeo 6dce CbO200Hi GUCMYNAE KAMALi3amopoM GHYMPIUHIX
mpancgopmayiti camozo €sponeticokozo Coro3y ma CmMumymoe nepeisio OKpemux nioxooié 00 pyHKyionyeamms
tlo2o iHcmumyyil. 3pobneHo 6UCHOB0K, WO YchiuHa espoinmezpayis Ykpainu 3anexcumv 6i0 Nociio08HO20
30ILCHEHHA CMPYKMYPHUX pehopM, 3MIYHEHHA BepXOBEHCMBA NpAsa, PO3GUMKY IHHOBAYIUHOI eKOHOMIKU,
epexmuH020 NOBOEHHO20 8IOHOGIEHHS MA 30ePeXCeHHs CINPAeSiyHo20 KypCy Ha nogHonpasHe uiencmeo ¢ €C.

Knrwowuosi cnosa: cspoinmezpayis, cmanuii po36umox, eKOHomMiKa Yxpainu, cmpykmypHa mooepHizayis,
ynencmso 8 €C, nosoeHHe 8iOHOBIeHHS, MAKPOEKOHOMIUHA cCMADINbHICTNG, €8PONEILCLKUL PUHOK.

Jlama naoxooocenns 14.06.2026
Jlama nputinammsa 14.07.2026
Jlama nyonixayii 31.08.2026

Problem statement. Ukraine’s European integration is one of the key strategic
priorities of national development, driving the transformation of the political, legal, economic,
and social systems in line with European Union standards. After obtaining EU candidate status
in 2022 and the official launch of the negotiation process, Ukraine has entered a new phase in
its relations with the European community. At the same time, the integration process is taking
place amid a full-scale war, which poses unprecedented challenges for implementing reforms,
ensuring macroeconomic stability, reviving the economy, and meeting membership criteria.
Under such conditions, European integration takes on not only political significance but is also
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viewed as a vital tool for strengthening national security, modernizing the economy, and
ensuring the country’s long-term development.

Despite Ukraine’s significant progress in implementing European norms and standards,
a number of complex challenges remain on the path to full EU membership, related to the need
for structural reforms, the adaptation of legislation to the acquis communautaire, the
modernization of the agricultural sector, ensuring energy security, implementing environmental
policy, and addressing the consequences of the demographic crisis. Additional challenges are
posed by the significant economic losses caused by the war, the destruction of industrial and
social infrastructure, and the need for large-scale post-war reconstruction. In this context, it is
particularly important to examine the current challenges and prospects of Ukraine’s European
integration, identify key directions for economic reform, and establish strategic guidelines for
the country’s further progress toward membership in the European Union.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The issue of Ukraine’s European
integration is a focal point for domestic scholars who study its political, economic, legal, and
security aspects. The economic consequences of integration and the impact of European
integration processes on the development of the national economy are examined in the works
of O. Zayats [1], who focuses on the institutional and structural effects of realizing Ukraine’s
competitive advantages in the context of EU integration, as well as by Y. Redziuk [2], who
examines the factors of economic divergence between Ukraine and the European Union. The
scientific, technological, and innovative aspects of Ukraine’s cooperation with the EU are
discussed in the work by I. Pidorycheva [3], which outlines the strategic directions for
developing the partnership in the field of innovation and technological modernization of the
economy. A separate area of research is related to issues of Ukraine’s post-war economic
recovery, as reflected in the works of V. Yemets [4], M. Skoryk, and S. Danilenko [5], who
identify the main reserves and promising directions for the country’s economic reconstruction.
A significant contribution to the study of the political, legal, and security dimensions of
European integration was made by A. Nahirnyak [6], O. Blyznyak and A. Rykov [7],
V. Marchuk [8, 9], and M. Marchuk [9], V. Dudkevych [10], I. Lisna [11], and V. Suprun [12].
Their works analyze the current state of Ukraine’s European integration policy, the impact of
the russian-Ukrainian war on integration processes, the transformation of security policy, the
adaptation of the national legal system to EU standards, as well as the prospects for Ukraine’s
future membership in the European Union. The prospects for Ukraine’s accession to the EU
amid russian aggression are examined by N. Romanyuk and V. Nechyporuk [13], while
V. Gulitska and A. Pyvovar [14] focus on the key challenges and prospects for the country’s
further integration progress. The specifics of the legal framework for European integration
under martial law are discussed in the works of S.Kvasha, O.Pavlenko, and
V. Vakulenko [15]. At the same time, despite a significant body of academic work, the issues
surrounding the comprehensive interplay of economic, institutional, and security challenges in
Ukraine’s European integration at the current stage of pre-accession negotiations remain under-
researched, which underscores the relevance of this study.

Purpose of the study. The purpose of this article is to conduct a comprehensive study
of the current state of Ukraine’s European integration process amid a full-scale war and during
the pre-accession negotiations with the European Union, to identify the key economic,
institutional, legal, social, and security challenges on the path to EU membership, to assess the
prospects for the country’s further integration progress, and to justify strategic guidelines for
reforming the national economy and mechanisms for adapting to European standards in the
context of ensuring sustainable development, post-war recovery, and Ukraine’s successful
integration into the European political, economic, and security space.

The work is structurally divided into three sections. The first section is devoted to
examining the values-based and security foundations: why Ukraine is consistently moving
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toward the EU, and why this is no less important for the Union itself than it is for Kyiv. The
second section provides a step-by-step analysis of specific barriers — economic, legal, and
institutional. The third section focuses on forecasting and strategic planning: which scenarios
are most likely and what needs to be done today.

Statement of the task. The aim of this study is to analyze the current state of Ukraine’s
European integration amid a full-scale war, identify the main economic, institutional, legal, and
security challenges on the path to European Union membership, assess the prospects for
adapting the national economy to European standards, and outline the strategic priorities for the
country’s further integration and post-war recovery.

Statements of the main material of the study. Ukraine’s European integration at this
stage is one of the most far-reaching transformational processes in the country’s history,
encompassing the economic, political, legal, social, and security spheres. Ukraine’s attainment
of candidate status for European Union membership in 2022 and the official launch of accession
negotiations were landmark events that demonstrated the European community’s recognition
of Ukraine’s strategic role in shaping the continent’s future security architecture and
development. At the same time, the uniqueness of the current phase lies in the fact that the
implementation of the European integration course is taking place amid a full-scale war, which
significantly affects economic stability, the functioning of state institutions, the demographic
situation, and the ability to carry out necessary reforms. Under these circumstances, the process
of integration into the EU not only takes on the significance of a foreign policy priority but also
serves as an important tool for modernizing the economy, accelerating structural reforms, and
ensuring Ukraine’s long-term sustainable development.

The European Union has never been merely an economic community. From its very
inception, it has been built around shared values — democratic governance, the rule of law, and
respect for human dignity. Ukraine has followed a unique path in this regard. While at the turn
of the century, for many Ukrainians, Europe primarily symbolized the possibility of visa-free
travel and better-paying jobs, today’s perception has become much deeper. Having gone
through the crucible of the Revolution of Dignity, and subsequently a full-scale war, society
has come to understand that the European choice is, above all, a choice of a value system built
on law and freedom. Ukraine’s chosen course toward European integration is the result of a
conscious decision by both citizens and the government [6, p. 167]. The key word here is
«consciousness»: people understand that the path to membership will be difficult, yet they
consciously choose it because they see no acceptable alternative.

In this context, it is worth citing the observations of V. Dudkevych, who emphasizes
that a consistent process of European integration will lead to the development of a genuine,
rather than merely formal, democratic political regime; the formation of a functionally viable
civil society; the creation of an internally consolidated political nation; the effective realization
of citizens’ rights and freedoms; the modernization of the economic system; and so on [10,
p. 120]. In essence, we are already observing this process in real time. Paradoxically, the war
has accelerated national consolidation — Ukrainians have ceased to divide themselves along
regional or linguistic lines, rallying around a shared civilizational choice.

As Olena Zayats points out, the total potential for economic recovery is estimated at
over $500 billion, with a focus on green technologies and human capital [1, p. 148]. Such an
astronomical figure clearly demonstrates that European integration is not just about abstract
ideals, but also about very concrete material prospects for every citizen. Post-war reconstruction
based on European models will mean a fundamentally new quality of life, the creation of
modern jobs, and broader opportunities for professional and personal fulfillment. In light of all
this, it can be argued that Ukraine is approaching the Copenhagen Criteria not only at the level
of legal texts but also at the level of spirit — society already thinks and behaves in a European
manner, even if state institutions have not yet caught up with this progress.
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When considering the security aspect of European integration, one should start with a
simple yet often underestimated observation: today, Ukraine acts as a net contributor to security
for the entire European continent. This means that, in terms of defense, it gives more than it
receives. The Ukrainian military not only defends its own land — it also deters an aggressor who
poses a direct threat to all of Eastern and Central Europe. Marchuk aptly notes that the main
elements of Ukraine’s relationship with the EU today are joint resistance to russia’s continental
expansion, political solidarity, and military, financial, and economic support for Ukraine, as it
has long been defending the EU’s eastern flank [8, p. 109]. This thesis captures the essence of
the new security reality: Ukraine holds the front line, while Europe provides it with the
necessary resources. The unique combat experience accumulated by the Armed Forces of
Ukraine deserves special attention. No army of any NATO or EU country has practical
experience in waging large-scale conventional warfare using the full arsenal of modern
weapons — from conventional artillery to strike drones and electronic warfare systems.
Ukrainian servicemen have become true experts in these matters, and this experience is of
extraordinary value to the entire architecture of collective security. Integrating Ukraine’s
defense-industrial complex into European defense structures could significantly strengthen the
defense capabilities of the entire continent.
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Figure 1. Dynamics of imports of goods and services of Ukraine in 2010-2024, UAH million*

*Generated by the authors based on [16].

It is a fairly widespread misconception that the expansion of the European Union is
a one-sided process in which a candidate country needs to adapt to pre-established
standards, while Brussels merely assesses the level of compliance. In reality, the
situation is more complex: the prospect of Ukraine’s accession is already prompting the EU
itself to review its own rules and procedures. It is no exaggeration to say that Ukraine is
forcing the European Union to grow up. The accession of a country that is large in terms of
territory and population, with a developed agricultural sector, is causing a veritable tectonic
shift in the Union’s institutional structure. In Brussels, there is a growing realization that
without reforming decision-making mechanisms (in particular, without abandoning the
principle of unanimity in certain areas), further expansion will become practically
impossible.
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Perhaps the most pressing issue on the path to full membership is the question of the
Ukrainian economy’s ability to meet the Maastricht convergence criteria, specifically keeping
public debt within 60% of GDP and the budget deficit no higher than 3% of GDP. But how can
this be achieved when nearly a third of all government spending goes toward defense? A
paradoxical situation arises: the European Union insists on financial stability, while the country
is simultaneously forced to spend enormous sums on basic survival.

To assess Ukraine’s foreign trade activity, it is advisable to analyze the trends in exports
and imports of goods and services over the period 2010-2024. An analysis of the data presented
indicates significant structural changes in the country’s foreign economic activity, driven by
both internal economic transformations and the influence of external factors, including military
aggression by the russian federation, global crises, and the intensification of European
integration processes. As shown in Fig. 1, the volume of imports of goods and services during
the period under review demonstrated a general upward trend, although individual years were
characterized by significant fluctuations. A particularly noticeable decline in import activity
was observed in 2014-2015 and 2022-2023, which was linked to the economic crisis, the
devaluation of the national currency, the outbreak of hostilities in eastern Ukraine, and the
full-scale invasion of Ukraine by the russian federation. At the same time, starting in 2016,
imports gradually recovered, and in 20232024 reached their highest levels for the entire period
under review, indicating growth in domestic demand, the need to rebuild the economy, and
significant dependence on imports of energy resources, equipment, technologies, and consumer
goods.

The trend in exports of goods and services, shown in Figure 2, is characterized by less
stable trends. In constant 2021 prices, there has been a gradual decline in export volumes since
2011, which became particularly pronounced after the outbreak of full-scale war in 2022.
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Figure 2. Dynamics of exports of goods and services of Ukraine in 2010-2024, UAH million*

*Generated by the authors based on [16].

Despite some recovery in exports at current prices in 2023-2024, their real volumes
remain significantly lower than at the beginning of the period under review. This situation is
explained by the destruction of production and transport infrastructure, restrictions on logistics
routes, the temporary loss of part of production capacity, and changes in the structure of foreign
trade.
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A comparative analysis of Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 allows us to conclude that a sustained trend
toward faster growth in imports compared to exports is emerging. While in previous years the
foreign trade balance was characterized by relatively moderate imbalances, in 2022-2024 the
gap between import and export volumes has significantly widened. This indicates a deepening
of the foreign trade deficit and an increase in the economy’s dependence on external financing.
At the same time, a significant portion of imported goods is related to meeting the state’s
defense needs, supporting the functioning of critical infrastructure, and implementing recovery
programs, which, under martial law, is an objective necessity.

Ukraine’s further integration into the European economic area needs to be accompanied
by measures to stimulate exports of high-value-added products, diversify foreign markets,
modernize production, and enhance the competitiveness of domestic manufacturers. In the
context of European integration, deepening Ukraine’s participation in the European Union’s
internal market takes on particular significance, as this could become one of the key factors in
balancing foreign trade flows and ensuring long-term economic growth.

The agricultural sector is no less complex. Ukraine is one of the world’s largest grain
exporters, yet EU regulations in the agricultural sector remain extremely detailed. They
encompass a system of subsidies, quotas, environmental standards, and food safety regulations.
At the same time, the problem lies not only in the sheer number of laws. The main risk is
mechanically copying European standards without adapting them to Ukrainian realities.
However, modeling the Ukrainian system on the European one does not automatically mean its
development and adaptation to foreign operational mechanisms. This requires a number of
conditions, including the harmonization of all domestic components [11, p. 171]. In other
words, it is not enough to simply translate European directives into Ukrainian. These
regulations also need to be effective in the context of war and post-war reconstruction.
Ukrainian industry is suffering enormous losses as a result of russian attacks. Since the start of
the full-scale invasion, russian terror has caused the Ukrainian economy to shrink by more than
a third. Thousands of enterprises and infrastructure facilities have been destroyed. Millions of
people have become internally displaced persons [14, p. 22]. Under such conditions, the overly
rapid implementation of certain European standards could place an additional burden on
businesses. This is precisely why Ukraine needs a flexible approach and specific transition
periods.

The energy sector is another area where Ukraine’s integration ambitions face harsh
reality. Ukraine made a historic breakthrough by disconnecting from the russian energy grid
and synchronizing its system with the European ENTSO-E. However, this undeniable
achievement has been largely undermined by large-scale missile attacks on power
generation facilities. A country that declares its aspiration to be part of the European green
transition currently has destroyed thermal power plants and severely damaged hydropower
generation. In the current situation, the concept of «smart recovery» — known in
international discourse as «Build Back Greener» — plays a leading role. Its core idea is not
to rebuild destroyed capacity using outdated technologies, but to immediately construct a
modern, highly efficient, and environmentally safe energy sector. While this requires higher
initial costs, it proves to be a significantly more cost-effective solution in the long
term. Integration into the European gas and electricity markets has the potential to become
a powerful driver of decarbonization and stimulate investment in the renewable energy
sector.

Reform of Ukraine’s judicial system is arguably the most difficult and painful path on
the entire journey toward the European Union. It is often called an «eternal battle», and this
description is by no means accidental: despite numerous attempts to overhaul the justice system,
the results achieved remain mixed. Without trust in judicial institutions, there is no hope for a
large-scale influx of investment, as no serious investor will risk capital in a country where there
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is no confidence in the reliable protection of property rights. It is for this very reason that the
issue of the rule of law consistently tops the list of the European Commission’s
recommendations. The seven key reform measures include:

1. Reforming the Constitutional Court and adopting legislation on the procedure for
selecting judges.

2. Continuing comprehensive judicial reform.

3. Strengthening anti-corruption measures, particularly at the highest levels, including
the appointment of new heads of the Specialized Anti-Corruption Prosecutor’s Office (SAPO)
and the National Anti-Corruption Bureau (NABU)).

4. Combating money laundering and adopting a comprehensive strategic plan for
reforming law enforcement agencies.

5. Implementing the provisions of the so-called «anti-oligarch law».

6. Bringing media legislation into line with the EU Audiovisual Media Services
Directive.

7. Completing the reform of legislation in the field of national minority rights [7, p. 126].

Harmonization of legislation is directly linked to the country’s economic security.
Without production and logistics partnerships and without integration into the world’s most
powerful economic centers, Ukraine’s domestic socio-economic environment will continue to
deteriorate and face the risks of a globalized economy [2, p. 116]. At the same time, it is
precisely the transposition of EU law that creates the foundation for the country’s long-term
modernization. Granting candidate status will serve as an impetus for continuing reforms and
transformations in all spheres and for Ukraine’s further integration into the EU’s single
market [13, p. 56]. In addition, European integration encompasses scientific and technological
development. As Ukraine moves along the path of European integration, it should align its
national strategic goals, political actions, and decisions regarding national scientific,
technological, and innovation development with pan-European ones, striving to ensure their
compatibility while taking national interests into account, in order to achieve a synergistic effect
from joint efforts with European partners and minimize policy fragmentation. In this context,
international cooperation can be viewed as an effective means of utilizing the global knowledge
and technology base, which will accelerate industrial development and stimulate Ukraine’s
economic growth [3, pp. 61, 68].

The current state of the regulatory framework for Ukraine’s accession to the EU is
characterized by challenges that are primarily linked to the need to align Ukrainian legislation
with that of the European Union — a process that has, in fact, been ongoing for 25 years [15,
p. 32]. Thus, the transposition of the acquis communautaire is not merely a technical procedure
but a large-scale transformation of the entire state system, consisting of a series of stages (see
Figure 3). Ukraine needs to simultaneously adapt its legislation, implement reforms, and rebuild
the country amid a war. The effectiveness of the entire negotiation track depends on the success
of this process.

Equally challenging is the task of restoring local self-government in the de-occupied
territories. Some communities have lost their infrastructure, administrative buildings, and
personnel. In some regions, the local governance system will effectively have to be rebuilt from
scratch. At the same time, decentralization remains one of the most successful Ukrainian
reforms of recent years. It was the communities that often demonstrated the greatest
effectiveness in the first months of the war. In this context, the issue of trust in the authorities
takes on particular importance. For the European Commission, the democratic resilience of the
state is one of the key evaluation criteria.

Nor should the security dimension be overlooked. The main reform priorities outlined
in the EU Doctrine involve improving the unified national civil protection system, reforming
the mobilization and mobilization training system, and enhancing the effectiveness of
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democratic civilian oversight over the security and defense sectors [12, p. 25]. In fact, Ukraine
will have to simultaneously restore democratic procedures and ensure a high level of security.

When discussing Ukraine’s accession to the European Union, the focus is usually on
Ukraine’s own problems — corruption, reforms, economic difficulties, or the war. However, it
has become increasingly clear in recent times that one of the main challenges lies not in Kyiv,
but in Brussels itself. The European Union is currently going through a difficult period of
internal conflicts. Expansion to the east raises questions for the EU about the ability of its
institutions to function effectively under new conditions. If Ukraine, Moldova, the Western
Balkan states, and potentially other candidates join the Union, the number of member states
could exceed 35. This automatically creates a problem with decision-making. The situation is
particularly complicated due to the unanimity principle, which still applies in certain areas of
European policy. In effect, any member state can block an important decision. It is precisely
for this reason that Hungary and, to some extent, Slovakia are already viewed as potential
blockers of certain stages of Ukraine’s integration. Domestic political cycles in individual EU
countries also significantly influence the negotiation process. Governments’ positions may shift
depending on elections, the economic situation, or public sentiment. As a result, even states that
generally support Ukraine sometimes begin to act more cautiously.
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Figure 3. Strategic directions of Ukraine’s European integration on the path to EU membership*

*Generated by the authors based on [4; 5; 9].

When examining the external factors influencing Ukraine’s European integration
process, it is also necessary to take into account intra-European contradictions, which may pose
certain risks to Ukraine’s socioeconomic development [10, p. 123].

This is precisely why discussions about the need to reform decision-making mechanisms
within the EU itself are becoming increasingly common. The transition to a qualified majority
instead of unanimity is gradually becoming not just a desirable reform, but in fact a condition
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for further enlargement. The Ukrainian issue is already forcing the European Union to
reconsider its own model of operation. In fact, Ukraine is becoming a catalyst for internal
reforms within the EU.

Conclusions. Ukraine’s European integration amid a full-scale war is a complex,
multidimensional process that encompasses economic, legal, institutional, social, and security
transformations. The study found that, despite significant challenges related to war losses,
macroeconomic instability, the need for large-scale post-war reconstruction, and the adaptation
of legislation to EU requirements, Ukraine is demonstrating consistent progress in
implementing its European integration course. At the same time, successful progress toward
membership requires further strengthening of the rule of law, improving the efficiency of state
institutions, developing an innovative economy, and ensuring the competitiveness of domestic
production.

It has been established that Ukraine’s accession to the European Union is of strategic
importance not only for the Ukrainian state but also for the EU itself, contributing to the
strengthening of European security, economic stability, and institutional development. The
prospects for successful integration depend to a large extent on Ukraine’s ability to combine the
fulfillment of its European integration commitments with the tasks of rebuilding the country and
modernizing its economy. Provided that the consistency of reforms is maintained, international
support is used effectively, and the strategic course toward a European future remains unchanged,
Ukraine has real prospects for achieving full membership in the European Union.
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